29.   MRS. PANKHURST'S SACRIFICE

All Indians are familiar with the celebrated Mrs. Pankhurst1
who has been fighting for franchise for British women. This
lady has broken all bounds in fighting. She advises women to plunder,
to destroy. We are against all these things, but about her courage,
there is no doubt whatsoever. She has money, and much ability;
she has used these in the service of her chosen cause. She is no
longer young. She had never before known suffering and has not
been trained to bear it; still, she is ever in the front volunteering to
suffer. A short while ago, the house of Mr, Lloyd George, Finance
Minister, was burnt down at Mrs. Pankhurst's instigation. She
willingly took on herself the entire responsibility for this. She was
prosecuted and was sentenced to three years' imprisonment. Even
in gaol, these ladies are bent on harassing the authorities and so
getting themselves released. Accordingly, though Mrs. Pan-
khurst was offered a variety of delicious dishes in gaol, she refused
to touch them and fasted for eight days. She was about to collapse,
and was, therefore, released. And now this brave lady is in hospital
in a critical condition. This kind of fighting is not satyagraha.
A satyagrahi's object is to get into a prison and stay there. He will
not even dream of harming others. If, however, we leave aside her
mode of fighting and only think of the suffering she has borne, we
shall find much to learn from her. Despite numerous difficulties
in their way, she and her companions do not yet feel dispirited,
nor are they likely to do so. They will struggle on till death.
Though a woman, Mrs. Pankhurst is as manly as any man.
Indians should emulate all this courage, for the British women
being without the franchise is nothing compared to the disabilities
we suffer.
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1 Emmeline Pankhurst (1858-1928) j leader of the suffragette movement in
England